
1 | P a g e  
 

 

Rainbow RepoRteR 
The Newsletter for the Blue Lake Emmaus Walk Community 

 

Emmaus Sisters and Brothers, 

Blue Lake Emmaus Men’s 
Walk #290 is about 3 weeks 
away. The Lay Director, Ron 
Penton, has chosen Jeremiah 
29:11 to worship the Lord this 
weekend. 

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 

The scripture reveals a God 
who is not distant or indifferent 
but intentionally involved, 
shaping a future filled with 
hope, restoration, and a loving 
relationship for His people. It’s 
a promise that reaches into 
exile, and uncertainty. It 
speaks directly into the places 
where you feel stuck or 
unseen.  God’s plans are often 

different, but 
always better.  Israel heard this 
promise while living in exile—
far from home, far from 
comfort, far from what they 
expected life to be. God didn’t 
promise an instant rescue. 
Instead, He promised a 
purposeful future shaped by 
His wisdom, not their timeline. 

When your life feels like 
exile—when plans fall apart, 
when prayers seem 
unanswered—Jeremiah 29 
reminds you that God’s 
intentions toward you are 
good, even when His ways feel 
slow or confusing. His plans 
are not random. They are 
crafted with care, rooted in His 
character, and aimed toward 
your flourishing. 

July 2026 
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Lord, thank You that Your 
plans for me are good even 
when my circumstances feel 
heavy. Teach me to seek You 
with my whole heart. Restore 
what feels lost, renew my 
hope, and lead me into the 
future You have prepared. 
Amen. 

You will find the Men’s Pilgrim 
roster on page 3.  Please be in 
faithful prayer each day for 
these men and please go to 
Ministry Manager to sign up for 
a prayer time slot on the prayer 
vigil.  Also, please be in prayer 
for the Conference Room team 
and the Background Support 
team who have volunteered to 
serve on BLEW#290. Pray that 
our Lord would use each one 
of them as a special means of 
grace and Agape love for the 
men on this walk. 

As a reminder, we would love 
to receive your wonderful gifts 
of Agape’ and Agape letters for 
the men.  Candlelight Service 
is on Saturday evening, 
August 1st starting promptly at 
7:30 pm at the Blue Lake Gym. 

The Blue Lake Emmaus 
Governing Board is looking for 
someone to fill the position of 
Community Support 
Coordinator (CSC). This is a 
non-voting board advisory 
position.  Responsible for 
submitting names for approval 
to serve as a Weekend 
Support Coordinator (WSC) on 
future Emmaus Walks.   The 
CSC secures WSC position for 
upcoming walks, trains, and 
supports those serving in this 
role.  The CSC keeps all 
documentation current for the 
WSC to use on Emmaus 
Walks.  The CSC works 
closely with Emmaus Ministry 
Area Lay Directors. If you are 
interested in volunteering, 
please contact any of the 
Emmaus Board members. 

I look forward to seeing 
everyone at Candlelight 
Service. 

DeColores! 

Larry Bates 
BLEW #201 
Table of Paul 
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Dear Friends, 

The scripture verse that 
guided our recent Blue Lake 
Emmaus Women’s Walk #289 
inspires us to serve on 
Emmaus. 

The scripture verse was Psalm 
130:5, which says, “I wait for 
the Lord, my soul waits and in 
his word I hope.” 

The Psalm goes on to say in 
verse 6, “My soul waits for the 
Lord more than those who 
watch for the morning, more 
than those who watch for the 
morning.” 

The Psalm describes the role 
of the sentinels, those 
assigned to stand guard on the 
walls of Jerusalem during the 
night. As they stand guard on 
the walls, they look for and 
anticipate the coming of the 
morning sun, which signals the 
end of night. 

The sentinels can’t make the 
sun rise just as a rooster can’t 
cause the sun to rise by 
crowing. The sun will rise, and 
the morning will come apart 

from their actions. What they 
can do, however, is anticipate 
the coming sunrise and look 
for its appearance.  

In a similar way, we can’t make 
God show up. God is 
sovereign over creation and 
will act to fulfill his good 
purposes. God says in Isaiah 
46:10, “My purpose will be 
established, and I will 
accomplish all My good 
pleasure.” God promises to 
show up in our lives. Jesus 
said in Matthew 28:20, “And 
behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”  

God faithfully shows up in our 
lives just as the sun rises each 
morning. Even when we don’t 
see the sun because of clouds, 
the sun is still there. And 
likewise, God is still present 
with us, even during those 
times, when the clouds of life 
keep us from seeing his 
presence. 

The Walk to Emmaus 
functions as a means of grace. 
Through the weekend’s talks, 
worship and acts of love, God 
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reveals God’s self to people. 
When we volunteer and serve 
on a weekend, we get to see 
God show up and pour grace 
into the lives of others. We are 
like sentinels on the wall. We 
anticipate, hope and wait for 
God to show up, and then we 
get to witness God showing up 
in people’s lives just as 
sentinels eventually get to see 
the sun pop up over the 
horizon. 

Don’t we feel a deep joy when 
we witness others 
experiencing the grace of 
God? 

When commenting on Psalm 
130, Clint McCann writes, 
“Waiting is the persistent 
posture of God’s servant.” 
Jesus emphasizes this waiting 
when he tells us to be like the 
good servants who are 
dressed and ready for action, 

waiting for their master to 
come home from the wedding 
feast (Luke 13:35-36). 

Serving on an Emmaus Walk 
gives us the opportunity to 
witness God’s grace at work. If 
you have not served recently 
on an Emmaus Walk, I 
encourage you to get involved. 
You will witness God’s saving 
and loving action just as 
sentinels witness the sunrise 
in the morning. We wait for the 
Lord, and our whole being 
waits, and in his word, we put 
our hope. Serving on Emmaus 
gives you the opportunity to 
witness how God shows up. 

 

In Christ, 

Scott Hohn 

Blue Lake Emmaus 
Community Spiritual Director  
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:  The Mike Ruthven Memorial Scholarship Fund is 

available to anyone with a financial hardship desiring to attend or work a Blue Lake or 
Bethlehem Walk. The fund will pay 1/2 of the fee. Please contact Susan Bozarth, 850- 
890-6597, Susan.bozarth@hotmail.com, or Nancy Ruthven, 850-276- 2891, 
mnruthven@yahoo.com).  Deadline for the request is 3 weeks prior to the walk to be 
attended or worked.   Donations to the fund are also graciously accepted. 

Emmaus Ministry Calendar  

 

 

 

DeColores!
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Blue Lake Chrysalis Flight and Journey News! 
The Chrysalis Community held 2 very successful Chrysalis events in 2026.  Praise God for 
rekindling this ministry. Some success had to do with scheduling the Chrysalis Flight/Journey 
over the Martin Luther King Jr and President’s Day holiday weekends.  Both holidays fall on 
Monday. So, the Chrysalis weekend was Saturday through Monday, and the Chrysalis 
candidates did not have to miss school on Friday. 

We are planning to schedule Chrysalis on these holiday weekends again in 2027.  We cannot do 
this ministry without your support.  Please mark your calendars January 15-18 and February 12-
15, 2027 and plan to serve and attend Candlelight Service. 

As always, we need you to prayerfully consider sponsoring a teen or young adult on a Chrysalis 
Flight or Journey.  Applications can be found at the Chrysalis Web site:  
www.bluelakechrysalis.us 

Chrysalis Application: www.bluelakechrysalis.us/images/documents/chrysalis_application.pdf 

This is an exciting and challenging time for our youth as they move into adulthood, and we 
can’t think of a better foundation than one built on Christ.  Please help us get the word out about 
Blue Lake Chrysalis and get applications in hand.  Thank you and Fly With Christ!! 

Cissy Scott 

Blue Lake Emmaus Walk 237 Table of Dorcas 

Blue Lake Chrysalis Flight 110  
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2026 Blue Lake Emmaus Governing Board 
Position Name Contact Information 

Chairperson Larry Bates 
850.218.6586 

Savedbygrace010509@gmail.com 

Vice Chair Wendy Ross 
850-865-6669 

dawross@aol.com 

Past Chair Randy Brooke 
850.543.5337 

randyrbrooke@gmail.com 

Secretary Peggy Lynes 
850.582.3461 

magmegpeg@yahoo.com 

Team Selection Cheri Perry 
850.217.2348 

ncheriperry@hotmail.com 

Agape Kristia Schmitt 
850-292-3509 

Kks2blessed@gmail.com 

4th Day Phil Coty 
334-695-6060 

Phillipcoty@gmail.com 
Blue Lake Camp 

Liaison  
John Bozarth 

850.814.3394 
bozarjl@gmail.com 

Emmaus Community  
Lay Director 

Iris Schipper 
850.685.7010 

iris@pbmgmt.com 
Emmaus Community 

Spiritual Director 
Rev. Scott Hohn 

251.473.5080 
scottchohn@gmail.com 

Chrysalis  
Lay Director 

Cissy Scott 
251.510.7357 

cissyscott91@gmail.com 
Chrysalis 

Spiritual Director 
Rev. Stacy Lee 

334-652-2535 
Leestacie.sl@gmail.com 

Non-voting, Non-elected Positions 

Treasurer Tom Risalvato 
850.585.7927 

trisalvato@gmail.com 

Registrar Vida Straley 
850.206.1019 

vidas@bellsouth.net 
Community Support 

Coordinator 
Denise Heath 

850.865.5734 
heathgator@cox.net 

Data Manager Dawn Hall 
803.580.9487 

Pinkgerbera71@gmail.com 

Lay Director Trainer Joquita McKibben 
850.982.5959 

joy4heart@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter Editor Larry Bates 
850.218.6586 

savedbygrace010509@gmail.com 

Webmaster Jim Reynolds 
850.261.9044 

jim.reynolds@myinbox.us 
Agape Community 

Contact 
Sherry Hall 

803.580.9488 
pinkrosebud66@gmail.com  
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ATTENTION EMMAUS CLERGY MEMBERS 

With the rapidly changing landscape of Congregational and Clergy 
affiliation, the Upper Room has asked that we update our Clergy records. 
The Upper Room Walk to Emmaus criteria for Clergy remains the same as 
it has always been. The Walk to Emmaus is an ecumenical Fourth Day 
movement and members of all Christian organizations and denominations 
are welcome to participate and serve. 

Clergy who choose to serve as Weekend Spiritual Directors and 
Assistant Spiritual Directors do have certain criteria they must meet. 
We’ve been asked to update our Clergy Applications so our Emmaus 
Board can be confident that each clergy member is licensed or ordained by 
their parent organizations. 

 

PLEASE ACCOMPLISH THESE TWO ITEMS: 

1. Update your information in Ministry Manager. 
a. Login to https://ministrymanager.upperroom.org 
b. Update each field. 
c. Click the Clergy box. 
d. If you cannot login for any reason please email Joquita 

McKibben (joy4heart@bellsouth.net).  You will receive follow-
up instructions. 

 
2. Complete an Emmaus Clergy Application. 

a. Log into The Upper Room and request copy 
b. Email Dr. Bob McKibben (revbmck@bellsouth.net) for copy 
c. Return completed copy to Bob McKibben 
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BLUE LAKE EMMAUS PRAYER VIGIL 
Follow steps below to locate and sign up for the Prayer Vigil for upcoming Emmaus Walks.  

1. Login to Ministry Manager. https://ministrymanager.upperroom.org  
2. Located on the bottom right from your home dashboard in Ministry Manager select Upcoming Prayer 

Vigils and Read More.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3. From the list of available Prayer Vigils select the Walk # you want to sign up for.  
 

 

 

 

 

4. You now see the information for the walk. Select the tab under the general information that says Prayer 
Vigil.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Choose a time slot available indicated by the blue select button. 
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Key Links for the Blue Lake Community 
Website: www.bluelake.us 

Webmaster: web.master@bluelake.us 

Registrar: registrar@bluelake.us 

Rainbow Reporter editor: savedbygrace010509@gmail.com 

Emmaus Application: 

https://blew.box.com/BLEW-Emmaus-Application 

Emmaus Walk Calendar: www.bluelake.us/events.html 

Blue Lake Community Waiting List: 

https://blew.app.box.com/v/Registrar-Wait-Lists 

Chrysalis Web site: 

www.bluelakechrysalis.us 

Chrysalis Application: 

www.bluelakechrysalis.us/images/documents/chrysalis_application.pdf 

Chrysalis Calendar: 

http://www.bluelakechrysalis.us/index.php/events 
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Ministry Manager Tips 
De Colores brothers and sisters in Christ.  Here are the instructions for updating your 
email addresses in the Upper Room Ministry Manager.  

1. Log in to Ministry Manager at https://ministrymanager.upperroom.org/.  
If you do not already have an account, you will have to create one.  

2. Near the upper-right corner of your web browser window, click on “My Account.”  

3. Ensure the “Profile” tab under your name is selected.  

4. Review your account information, to include your email address. Update any 
information to bring your record current.  

5. At the bottom of the window, click “Save.” Please do not click “Change Account 
Info.” Feel free to explore the other tabs next to the Profile tab and add your Church 
and anyone you have Sponsored.  

Rainbow Reporter: You get a copy of the Rainbow Reporter by clicking on the 

link at the bluelake.us website. 
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1. Check your information on the Upper Room Ministry Manager website 
and submit any changes.  Go to https://ministrymanager.upperroom.org/ 

2. Within your Ministry Manager profile opt-in the Mass Messaging feature. 

3. Meet with a reunion group.  See your Emmaus Cluster contact list to get 
connected with a group. 

4. Serve in your home church.  The Emmaus Ministry goal is to grow 
Christian leadership within the local community church.  Ask your pastor 
where you can serve. 

5. Look and pray for candidates to sponsor for an upcoming Emmaus Walk 
or Chrysalis Flight/Journey. 

6. Seek the Lord God first in all things and maintain a heart to answer God’s 
call.  Be prepared to serve the Lord with self-surrender and charity for all. 

 

 

Emmaus 
Community 

Member 
Checklist 
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Blue Lake Emmaus Clusters 
Find one near you and get involved today 

     
Community Contact Phone email 

Blue Angel (Pensacola) Jim Hammond 850-748-3531 jhammond@uwf.edu 

Camden Dan Burford 334-399-4614 danburford@mchsi.com  

Cantonment (Gonzalez Grace)  Teresa Lott 850-501-5182 lott01@bellsouth.net 
Crestview Pam Hight 850-758-8201 pjhight51@gmail.com 

Dalraida GMC Doris Persons 334-271-2533 dorisdpersons@gmail.com 

Destin UMC Wendy Ross 850-865-6669 dawross@aol.com 
Dothan Cheri Bowman 334-237-2102 shalomcsx2@gmail.com 
Enterprise Wendy Zeller 334-477-5092 Wendy47@roadrunner.com 
Foley Peggy Ratcliff 251-975-8336 peggyratcliff@gmail.com 
Ft. Walton (Beachside Emmaus) Jane Pratt 850-598-6433 jpratt1687@embarqmail.com  

Good News UMC Judy Brook 850-543-5336 judyabrooke@gmail.com 

Gulf Breeze (Angels of the Son) Gerri Thomas 989-370-4597 gerri.thomas@gmail.com  

Hartford Vicki Baxter 334-389-6212 jojodbax1@gmail.com  

Jackson Tommy Gaillard 334-246-4744 wtgaillard@bellsouth.net  

Luverne Alethea Gammage 334-303-2727 Ajgammage815@gmail.com 
Marianna Cluster KarenElizabeth Carrel 850-209-4690 kecarrel@embarqmail.com  

Mary Esther Sharon Shepherd 850-830-6665 sss11sss@aol.com 
Milton/Pace (Scratch Ankle) Rusty Grimes 803-449-1095 bluelakescratchanklecluster@gmail.com  
Navarre Glenda Cody 850-380-8896 glendacody@aol.com 

Niceville (Bayou Blessings) Larry Bates 850-218-6586 savedbygrace010509@gmail.com  

Opp Jerry Barnes 334-764-3705 jblb1968@yahoo.com 

Panama City/Bay County Nancy Ruthven 850-769-1951 mnruthven@yahoo.com  

Perdido Bay Methodist Church April Stokes 850-390-0246 april@perdidobay.church 

Point Washington Danny Powell 850-278-6588 danny@dplamail.com  

Santa Rosa Beach  
(Emerald Coast Emmaus) Tess  Cox 850-258-4796 tesscox@mchsi.com 
Shalimar Melanie Schenck  850-496-6314 melanieschenck1@gmail.com  

St. Luke UMC Vicky Barnett 850-791-6925 vsbrdh@aol.com  

Trinity UMC Ft. Walton Beach Tempy Black 970-759-8500 tempyblack@yahoo.com  

Troy Cindy Boswell 334-556-0494 cebos1818@gmail.com  

 

Cluster Leaders: 
If your cluster contact information is not correct or has changed, please 

email the correct information to  

Larry Bates at savedbygrace010509@gmail.com 


